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Our School Aim 

To help all children reach their full potential and develop an enthusiasm for lifelong learning, within a caring 

and Christian environment, preparing them to be valuable members of society. 
 

Learning today for a better tomorrow… 
Theme: Our theme this half term will be ‘The Story of English”.  In 

this exciting topic, we will be learning about the history of the 

English language, as we know it today, and realising why it is so 

tricky to spell many English words! Through a complicated history 

of foreign invasion and influence of the renaissance and industrial 

revolution, we shall see how the English language gradually 

evolved from a Germanic, to Anglo-Saxon (intermingled with 

Latin and French) dialect, and how key figures such as William 

Shakespeare influenced its metamorphosis. 

Computing: In our ICT we shall be working with various 

office programmes in our cross –curricular study (such as 

PowerPoint, Word, Excel and Publisher).  We shall also we learning 

how to perform more programming using Scratch.  The children 

will build upon their prior knowledge to create and debug 

programmes and advance these skills to generate more detailed 

systems and algorithms.  

Literacy:  

Using Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Why the Whales Came’, the children 

will be learning to infer meaning from a text, understand what a 

text can tell us about a character and explore narrative hooks.  

There will also be a daily focus on spelling and grammar. 

RE/PSHE: The children will be exploring the theme of 

‘Incarnation’, where the key question is ‘Was Jesus the Messiah?’  

We will be looking at what a prophecy is and ensuring that pupils 

understand the true meaning of Christmas for Christians. 
Mathematics:  

The children will be finishing their statistics unit with an emphasis 

on interpreting date in line graphs and two-way tables.  We will 

then move on to Multiplication and Division, where the focus will 

be on children understanding the relationship between these two 

operations.  We will also be looking at factors and prime numbers, 

and how they relate to multiplication and division and focusing 

on our reasoning and problem solving skills. 

PE: This term’s PE days are:   

5WH – Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 

5M- Wednesday and Friday  

Please ensure all school uniform and PE kits are clearly named 

and ensure these are in school on the above PE days.  

Alternatively, children can bring their named PE kit into school at 

the beginning of the term and we will return it home at half term 

for washing. NB: Trainers are required for outdoor sports. 

Science: In our science, we shall be learning about Taxonomy 

(the classification of living things based upon their observable 

characteristics).  We shall build upon the children’s previous 

knowledge of different animal types (mammals, fish, reptiles, birds 

and amphibians) and learning about the 5 different kingdoms of 

living things.  The children will learn about the early classification 

work of Carl Linnaeus (the scientist who created a detailed yet 

simple procedure to be able to classify any living creatures on 

earth) and have a chance to handle and classify living creatures 

in our science workshop on 22nd November.   

Dates to remember: 

 Wednesday 14th November – Class 5M Collective 

Worship. 

 Wednesday 28th November – Class 5WH Collective 

Worship. 

 Thursday 22nd November Years 5&6 Wiggly wild science 

classification workshops – please pay £3. 

 Friday 23rd November – St George’s breakfast. 

 Tuesday 4th December – Cinderella Pantomime 

Performance to school. 

Reading Books: All of the children in year 5 are expected to read 

at home for at least 10 minutes every day and record this in their 

reading records.  Reading a range of literature on a regular basis 

makes a huge impact upon your child’s vocabulary and ability to 

write well.   We encourage your child to read a wide range of 

genres, comics and newspaper articles and to consider the 

differences in structure, purpose and content of each piece of 

writing.  

Homework: Homework is usually set on a Friday to be completed 

and brought back to school by the following Wednesday, at the 

latest.  The regular completion of homework is essential as it 

supports and consolidates learning taking place in school. 

Children are to continue to practice their times tables and read 

daily.  Children should read to an adult twice per week and the 

adult should sign their reading records..  

 

Other:   What you need and when 

Coat: Please provide your child with a named showerproof coat 

every day.  
Water: A named water bottle— this needs to be filled each day 

and brought into school.  

Pencil cases:  Please keep personal pencil cases at home to 

prevent items being lost.  We will provide you with any necessary 

stationery. 

PARENTS:  The school is always looking for an extra set of hands……all children love to see mum, dad, nan or granddad helping out in 

school.  Do you have any special skills you could offer, can you garden, play games, make things….the list is endless and we would 

love any offers of help.  If you are able to offer any help, please speak to one of our office staff.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Remember: please visit our website regularly:   http://stgeorgesbickley.squarespace.com 
 

http://stgeorgesbickley.squarespace.com/

