
Parents’ Forum Minutes  

1/02/2019 

Vision 

New school vision shared with Parent Forum.  Thanks given to those who had been part of the 

working party. New vision now on school website. 

 

Life Saver Initiative  

Credit Union spoke to the Parent Forum about how the above initiative was run.  Launch dates and 

training for Year 5 cashiers to be organised during this half term.  Club to run every Wednesday 

morning between 8.30am and 9am in the library. 

 

Parents’ Evening online system 

Anna Payne demonstrated how to use the new online system to the forum. 

 

Outside areas – sharing of the playground developments 

Ms Yielding and Mrs Ardern shared with the Parent Forum two projects that are happening this year.  

The outside space, outside the library and down to the playground, is being developed.  A hut has 

been erected on the patio outside the library for use for small intervention groups, reading groups, 

counselling sessions.  A rockery has been created in the amphitheatre area and planting and planting 

boxes have been set.  This project is being funded by a Healthy School grant. 

The area outside the Year 6 classroom is being developed during the Summer Term to create an area 

for growing vegetables/plants and using as an environmental/Science area of learning.  Danny, from 

the BBC Instant Gardener program, has designed the area and will be working with the school to 

develop the area.  There will be a weekend in May when the school will be asking for parents to 

volunteer to help with planting etc. 

 

Issues raised by the Parent Representatives 

1. The state of the toilets. No soap or toilet paper and generally dirty. 

The toilets are checked daily and replenished with soap and toilet paper. 

The children can mistreat the toilets but have been spoken to.  

Apprentice caretaker, Charlie, will be checking them after each break. 

 

2. Could payment for Dragons after school club be split in to one hour sessions  

The school is unable to do this as the 4 members of staff running the club have to be paid for 

the whole period whether there are 20 children or 40 children.  

External Clubs in other Aquinas schools are generally not run by internal staff.  

 

3. Access to classrooms at lunchtime. 

MDS to ensure that children take their coats.  Water fountains are used at lunchtime rather 

than water bottles being taken outside.   

 

4. Request for Year 5 & 6 children to come in to school in their PE kits. 

Staff had spoken to the children and they would rather not stay in their PE kit all day but 

have discussed methods of changing separately; boys and girls. 

 

 



5. External clubs and Sporting events 

Parents are very welcome to come and support children in Sporting events.  Clubs run by 

external organisations have their own safeguarding policies which must be adhered to. 

 

6. DBS checks 

DBS checks are required if volunteers are in school on a regular basis, working with children 

in groups or on a one to one basis. They are not required for school trips or one off events. 

 

7. GDPR 

Parents must report any data protection breaches to the office straight away.  The GDPR 

officer is Ms A Browne. 

 

8. Phones in the playground 

School to remind parents half termly where is acceptable to use their mobile phones.  

 

9. Ordering school uniform and paying for it online 

The office to investigate. 

 

10. Traffic working party with Bickley and La Fontaine 

School has been in contact but the other schools do not seem to be operating a regular 

working party.   

 

11. Mathletics  

The school will be stopping this subscription. 

 

Next meeting: 

 

Friday, 3rd May 2019 

 

 

 

 


