Our Favourite Books
We have compiled a list of our favourite books. We thought you might like to read some of them for yourself or with
an adult or older brother or sister. We would love to know what you thought, and which was your favourite in the
form of a book review or a picture. We would also love to hear about the books you have read during Lockdown and
over the summer holidays
Mrs Coyle recommends National Velvet by Enid Bagnold.
The most famous and best loved racing story of all time. National Velvet is a classic tale
of dreams, ambition and one girl’s belief in a horse.

Mrs Fage recommends Anne of Green Gables by L.M Montgomery
Anne with an ‘e’ is an 11-year-old, redheaded orphan mistakenly sent to Green Gables,
a farm whose elderly owners Marilla and Matthew were expecting a boy to help with
the chores.

Mrs Marks recommends The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Mary Lennox is selfish and spoilt. When she is orphaned, she is sent from India to live
with her uncle at Mistlethwaite Manor in Yorkshire. She hates it at first but when she
finds the entrance to a secret garden a magical change happens.
Mrs Payne recommends James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl
James Henry Trotter is orphaned and goes to live with his cruel aunts who treat him
like a slave. One day and old man appears and gives James a bag of crystals that make
marvelous things happen.
Mrs Goodacre recommends Joes Café by Rose Impey because it was Mrs Goodacre’s
brother’s favourite book at the time and when she came along, they couldn’t agree on
a name for her. Mrs Goodacre’s brother chose the name Amy because it was the name
of Joe’s baby sister.
Joe is so busy playing that he forgets all about looking after his little sister. This is the
story of what Joe does when he finds she is gone and the happy relief of finding her.
She also recommends Beach Baby by Frances Usher because her mum read it to her all
the time, and they went to the beach a lot as a family. She was fascinated by the
beautiful illustrations.
A little girl realises that, after moving from her much-loved seaside home to the busy,
noisy city, she will always be a beach baby at heart

Mrs Browne recommends Hobbit by JRR Tolkein because it is a real favourite for
encouraging you to drift away and use your imagination just to blow in the wind and
chime within middle earth.
The unforgettable story of Bilbo, a peace-loving hobbit, who embarks on a strange and
magical adventure. Come and use your imagination and explore another dimension of
the fascinating underground world beneath our toes.

She also recommends Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
A 12-year-old genius and a descendent of a long line of criminal masterminds. He soon
finds himself in an epic battle against a race of underground fairies who may be behind
his father’s disappearance.
Father Richard recommends Skellig by David Almond
When Michael moves into a crumbling old house with an ancient garage, he
encounters a mysterious creature named Skellig.

Mrs Murphy recommends The Tear Thief by Carol Anne Duffy because all the children
she has read it to have loved it.
Each night the tear thief collects the tears of children who cry in her waterproof silvery
sack, but what does she do with all those tears?
Mrs Mitchell recommends Charlotte’s Web by EB White and Alice in Wonderland by
Lewis Carrol because she can remember reading them at sleepovers with her
grandmother when she was a child.
This is the story of friendship between Charlotte the spider and Wilbur the pig. With a
clever plan and a little help from Templeton the rat, Charlotte saves Wilbur’s life.

The story of a young girl named Alice, who falls through a rabbit hole into a strange
underground world populated by many strange and peculiar creatures. Will Alice ever

be able to find her way back home again?

Mrs Wells recommends War horse by Michael Morpurgo because as a little girl
growing up on a farm in South Africa, she had her own horse called sugar. He was very
special to Mrs Wells.
This is a story of love, courage, loyalty, friendship and determination in troubled times
during the war. It is told through the eyes of Joey the war horse. Despite all the
hardship, this story has an incredible happy ending which warms your heart!
Mrs Arnold recommends The Owl Who Was Afraid of The Dark by Jill Tomlinson
Plop the baby barn owl is like every other barn owl …except he is afraid of the dark. He
meets some kind characters who help him to overcome his fears and realize that dark
is super after all.
Mrs Coad recommends The Famous Five series by Enid Blyton
The Famous Five are a group of children who have the sort of adventures most
kids dream about, in a world where ginger beer flows and ham rolls are a staple
diet. Follow them on their adventures in this series of books.

She also recommends The Secret Seven by Enid Blyton.
Solve the mystery with the Secret Seven super sleuths, everyone’s favourite detective
club. Pam can get a bit worried at times and George is normally the first
to Secret Seven meetings. They are a secret club that enjoy having an
adventure and like helping charity in fun ways.
Miss Callaghan recommends The Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton
The Faraway tree this is no ordinary tree, it is home to more magical lands full of elves,
pixies, talking creatures and wonderful adventures than any child could ever imagine.
Join the children and their friends Moon-face, Saucepan man and Silky the fairy as they
explore this most magical of all fairy tale worlds.

Miss Danino recommends The wolves in the walls by Neil Gaiman
When Lucy hears noises from behind the wall, she tries to warn her parents, but they
won’t listen. When the wolves finally take over the house and Lucy and her family are
evicted to live in the garden, her parents realize perhaps they should have listened.
Miss Newnham recommends The Magician’s nephew by C.S Lewis
This is the first book in The Chronicles of Narnia. On a daring quest to save a life, two
friends are hurled into another world, when an evil sorceress seeks to enslave them.

Mrs Chambers recommends Crummy Mummy and Me by Anne Fine because it was
written for children who came from unconventional families before it was accepted to
do so.
Minna’s mum has bright blue hair and wears purple fishnet tights and her mum’s
boyfriend Crusher Maggot is a punk …her whole family is a bit unusual. This is the story
of how difficult Minna finds it being the only sensible one.

She also recommends Twopence to Cross the Mersey by Helen Forrester because
reading it changed her.
The story of teenager Helen and the struggles faced by herself and her family in
Liverpool during the depression years of the early 1930s.

Mrs Miles recommends Who flung dung by Ben Redlich
Someone flung dung at Furley and he is NOT happy.
He sets off to find the culprit and meets lots of suspicious characters on the way.
Mrs Sawyer recommends Pollyanna by Eleanor H Porter because it shows you how a
positive attitude can brighten your life and that of those around you.
Pollyanna comes to live with her strict aunt and begins to brighten up everyone’s life.
The glad game she plays finds a silver lining in every cloud ... but one day something so
terrible happens that even Pollyanna doesn’t know how to feel glad about it.

She also recommends Milly Molly Mandy by Joyce Lankester Brisley because she
loved that there was a map on the first page, so you knew where everything in the
village was.
Milly-Molly-Mandy lives in a tiny village in the heart of the countryside, where life is
full of everyday adventures. Whether she is minding the village shop or going
blackberry picking, you're sure to have fun when Milly-Molly-Mandy is around!

Mrs Fahey recommends The Great Bottom Dog Swap by Peter Bentley and Met
Matsouka
At the dog's summer ball each dog must remove their bottom before they are allowed
inside the hall, but in the middle of the frivolity something happens, and the dogs must
leave…. with or without the correct bottom
Mrs Alexis recommends Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman because she
remembers reading it with her best friends and how it brought them closer together.
Two young people are forced to make a stand in this thought-provoking look at
racism and prejudice in an alternate society. Sephy is a Cross — a member of the
dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a Nought — a “colourless” member of the
underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses
Mrs Tait recommends The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle
because it evokes wonderful memories of time spent with her grandparents as a
small child.

A small caterpillar emerges from an egg and begins eating everything in sight.
Finally, it is no longer hungry and no longer small. The big, fat caterpillar builds
a cocoon around himself and finally emerges as a beautiful butterfly.

Mrs Hatton recommends Harry Potter by JK Rowling
because these books were so much of her children’s childhood and these remind
her of happy times reading to them.
On Harry's eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus
Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a
place at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The magic starts here!
Mr Delasaux recommends The Weirdstone of Brisingamen by Alan Garner

The wizard who saves Colin and Susan from the eerie creatures pursuing them
across Alderley Edge has been looking for - a source of deep magic - for over
100 years. As evil closes in, the children realize that they are the key.

Mr Billy recommends Bangers and Mash
Meet these two troublemaking chimpanzees. They love to have fun by causing grief
for others, by making a mess or breaking something of importance, normally
belonging to their parents (or Gran, who also lives with them).
Mrs Whitmee recommends Peace at Last by Jill Murphy because she loved it as
a little girl and has enjoyed reading it to her children too.

One particular evening daddy bear is struggling to fall asleep and so we follow
his journey through the house trying to find somewhere comfortable and quiet to
sleep.

Mrs Peyton recommends Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys Mysteries by
Carolyn Keene because her dad was a detective and she can remember
competing with her cousin to see who could read the book first.
Nancy Drew,18-year-old amateur detective, is on a mission to save the destitute
family of a dead man. Readers see Nancy in her element for the first time—
conducting interviews, deciphering clues, and upturning society's unjust
standards

Mrs Marsh recommends The Paper Dolls by Julia Donaldson
A string of paper dolls goes on a fantastical adventure through the house and out
into the garden. They soon escape the clutches of the toy dinosaur and the
snapping jaws of the oven-glove crocodile, but then a very real pair of scissors
threatens . . .

Miss Thorn and Mrs Williams recommends The Twits by Roald Dahl

Mr. and Mrs. Twit are the smelliest, ugliest people in the world. They hate
everything -- except playing mean jokes on each other, catching innocent birds
to put in their Bird Pies, and making their caged monkeys, the Muggle-Wumps,
stand on their heads all day.
Mrs P recommends Storm breaker by Anthony Horowitz
Fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6. Armed with secret gadgets, he
is sent to investigate Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art storm
breaker computers to every school in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds
himself in mortal danger.

Miss Yielding recommends The story of Tracy Beaker by Jacqueline Wilson
because she can remember reading all the Jacqueline Wilson books and really
enjoying them.
Tracy is ten years old. She lives in a Children's Home but would like a real home
one day, with a real family. Meet Tracy, follow her story and share her hopes for the
future in this beautifully observed, touching and often very funny tale, all told in
Tracy's own words.
Mrs De Silva recommends The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by C.S
Lewis
Four adventurous siblings, Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie, step
through a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter
and enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the
return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a great sacrifice.

Mrs Magee recommends Swallows and Amazons because she read the whole
series as a child and loved it.
The Walker children set sail on the Swallow and head for Wild Cat Island. There
they camp under open skies, swim in clear water and go fishing for their dinner. But
their days are disturbed by the Blackett sisters, the fierce Amazon pirates. The
Swallows and Amazons decide to battle it out, and so begins a summer of
unforgettable discoveries and incredible adventures.

Mrs wood recommends Groosham Grange by Anthony Horowitz
Sent to Groosham Grange as a last resort by his parents, David Eliot quickly
discovers that his new school is a very weird place indeed. New pupils are made to
sign their names in blood; the French teacher disappears every full moon; the
assistant headmaster keeps something very chilling in his room... What's the
meaning of the black rings everyone wears? Where do the other pupils vanish to at
night? Most important of all, how on earth can David get away - alive?

Sarah recommends Bambi by Felix Salten because she loves fairy stories and the
Disney films.
The story follows the life of a deer called Bambi from his birth, through his childhood
and the death of his mother, to finding a mate, learning his father’s lessons, and
discovering the dangers posed by human beings.

Sally recommends Pippa the Pumpkin Fairy by Tim Bugbird because her
grandchildren love it.
By using her magical wand, Pippa creates the most special pumpkin lanterns with
'BOO' faces for the fairies' annual party... Oh no! This year it has gone completely
wrong! Pippa let's all the fairies believe that her lanterns will be the best ever, when
she isn't exactly telling the truth. What will happen when the truth finally comes out
about Pippa's perished pumpkins?

Mrs Ardern recommends Watership Down by Richard Adams
This stirring tale of adventure, courage, and survival follows a band of very special
rabbits fleeing the destruction of their home by a developer. Led by a stout-hearted
pair of brothers, they leave the safety of Sandleford Warren in search of a safe
haven and a mysterious promised land, skirting danger at every turn.

Mrs Shackleton recommends Lord of the Flies by William Golding because it is
her all-time favourite and there are so many lessons to be learnt from it.
A plane crashes on a desert island. The only survivors are a group of schoolboys.
By day, they discover fantastic wildlife and dazzling beaches, learning to survive; at
night, they are haunted by nightmares of a primitive beast. Orphaned by society, it
isn't long before their innocent childhood games devolve into a savage, murderous
hunt ...

Mrs Georghiades recommends Charlie and The Chocolate Factory by Roald
Dahl because she loved it so much, she read it over and over again as a child.
One miraculous moment changes Charlie Bucket's life forever. A boy who only gets
to eat cabbage soup for breakfast, lunch and dinner finds a Golden Ticket that will
take him into Willy Wonka's magical chocolate factory.

Charlie recommends Goose bumps books by RL Stein because he loved reading
them when he was young.
These fantasy thriller books will keep you on the edge of your seat. If you love to be
scared and you aren’t faint hearted these are the books for you.

Mrs Lynch recommends The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy
Mildred Hubble is a trainee at Miss Cackle's Academy for Witches, but she's making
an awful mess of it. She keeps getting her spells wrong and crashing her
broomstick. And when she turns Ethel, the teacher's pet into her worst enemy,
chaos ensues.

Mrs Lopez recommends The Little Prince by Antoine De Saint-Exupery
A pilot stranded in the desert awakes one morning to see, standing before him, the
most extraordinary little fellow. "Please," asks the stranger, "draw me a sheep." And
the pilot realizes that when life's events are too difficult to understand, there is no
choice but to succumb to their mysteries. He pulls out pencil and paper . . .

Mrs Sills recommends The Great Pie Robbery by Richard Scarry because it was given
to her by her aunt and uncle. She still has them, and her children loved them as much
as she did
Whenever the criminals strike these two endearing animal sleuths are ready to go—
and in this treasury they're out to catch some pie thieves, nab a supermarket
shoplifter who finds an ingenious way to sneak out his goodies, and seize the bad
guys who swiped some pearls.

