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READING 
books are our friends…   

  

Our School Aim 

To help all children reach their full potential and develop an enthusiasm for lifelong learning, within a caring 

and Christian environment preparing them to be valued members of society. 
 

 

Promoting books as our friends….. 

Reading – it’s your child’s ticket to everywhere!  Establishing a good reading routine is essential!  One of 
the most important things you can do for your child is to develop their love of books early on in life. It really 
is the key to their future learning and success. 

 Children naturally copy what they see their parents doing, so lead by example. The more you read, 
the more they’ll read! Books, magazines, newspapers, footie results, recipes, e-mails, instruction 
manuals, birthday cards – it doesn’t matter what you read - it’ll show reading as an enjoyable, useful 
skill worth having (not just as a chore associated with school and homework). 

 Settling down together with a good storybook is a special, quality time that enables you to bond with 
your child. It’s the perfect time for them to open up and tell you how they feel or what they’ve been 
doing, so make sure there are no distractions. 

 Turn off the TV, put your mobile on silent and choose a time for storytelling when you don’t have to 
multi-task or rush. 

 10 to 15 minutes of reading together is enough, unless your child asks for more. Little and often is 
the key to success. Try to make reading with your child a pleasurable daily activity. 

 Don’t force them to read with you – that’s a sure-fire way to put them off books altogether. 

 Let your child experience as many different kinds of reading material as possible – picture books, 
pop-up books, rhyming books, comics, magazines, story books and factual books, newspapers. 

 It’s important that your child reads aloud to you, even after they’re able to read fluently. You can still 
read aloud to them too. It helps them to use their imagination, build concentration and develop 
comprehension, as practice helps children really get into the story without having to stop and work 
out new words. 

 How about going one step further, many children love quizzes – you can always ask them what was 
the story about, can they tell you a verb, noun, simile or adjective perhaps? 

 Don’t forget to encourage lots of expression – this helps to bring a book to life! 

Helping our children to bring books to life! 

 

 
 


