
 

 

Minutes: Parent Forum 

Friday, 19 January 2018 
PRESENT –  Ellen Peyton, Christiana Georghiades, Anna Payne, Amy, Lesley, Pip, Juliette, Estela, Nezire, Stavroulla, 

Shaun, Liz and Amanda 

APOLOGIES – Dawn, Amy S, Lisa, Rachel and Rasveni 

BULIDING WORK 

The expansion project has been completed. However, over the Spring term additional work will be carried out on the 

key stage 2, staff and visitors’ toilet.  The KS2 toilets are being gutted and completely redone.  The locker room 

between the staff and visitors’ toilet is being converted to an additional men/visitor toilet. The key stage 2 toilets will 

be redone in a similar design to the other toilets for the children. The playground and trim trails are also being 

redone. The top playground will have a new trim train and a music board. The middle playground will have table 

tennis tables, target boards and a basketball hoop. The lower playground will have a new trim trail and artificial grass 

in areas so that it is not as muddy for the children. The Friends have kindly donated towards the new playground 

costs. The designs for the playgrounds will be put up for parents to view shortly. 

SAFEGUARDING 

St George’s has a firewall and correct internet security via LGFL for all of the computers used by the children. SIRI has 

been switched off all ipads.  

The teachers discuss internet safety regularly with the children to ensure that the children are aware of the risks. 

Murray Letham is coming in to run 2 parent workshops on internet safety on the 1st of February. The session times 

are 08:30 – 9:30 and 14:30 – 15:30. Please complete the form sent out by email as soon as possible if you are 

interested in attending. Please note that the presentations for parents are not suitable for children to attend. Mr 

Letham will also speak to the year 5 and year 6 classes about internet safety.  

A letter has been sent out regarding some year 6 children using WhatsApp. The main concern is that WhatsApp can 

be used as a tool for cyber bullying and it is important to highlight these risks to parents and children alike. It was 

noted that some children are using their mobile phones in the playground and top entrance to the school. Mrs 

Peyton advised that all parents have the right to advise any children on their mobile phone that it is not allowed on 

school property/grounds. Alternatively, parents may speak to a teacher about it.  

With regards to the Educational Visits Policy, St George’s follows the national guidelines and trips are logged on the 

LA Evolve website. Parents should be risk assessed and if parents are driving children to sporting events they will 

need to provide their driving license, MOT and insurance. If a parent is picking another child up from school or a 

sporting event consent is needed from the child’s parent. If anything happens on a trip, the teacher in charge will 

deal with the issue. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If there are any cancellations of trips or clubs a text will be sent to the parent as soon as possible. Please note that 

parent volunteers are always needed on trips so if you are able to help please speak to your child’s teacher. There is 

a calendar on the website showing all important dates and events for the school year. It was asked if more notice 

could be given to parents regarding children having to dress up for school. Mrs Peyton advised that she would have a 

word with the teachers. 

 

NOURISH CATERING 



Nourish Catering is the new company starting in April 2018.  Four Companies tendered in December for the job but 

Nourish was chosen.   As soon as we can get a Nourish representative in we can get an idea of how they run and ask 

any questions regarding menus etc. Nourish are very professional and work closely with nutritionists to ensure that 

school dinners are healthy and tasty. They currently provide school dinners for Parish and St Marks and both schools 

are happy with their service. It was advised that St George’s would like to increase the uptake of school dinners as 

opposed to packed lunches. The current kitchen staff will be moved over to Nourish Catering but that does not mean 

that they are automatically kept at St George’s and could be moved to a different school. It was noted that some of 

the staff were unfriendly to the children and Anna Payne advised that those issues are being/will be addressed. 

 

UNDERPASS 

The pavement along Page Heath Villas narrows considerably under the bridge. Some parents have asked if it is 

possible for St George’s to contact the council regarding having a rail along the wall for people to hold on to. The 

school contacted the council but the council stated that a rail could not be installed as this would cause problems for 

pedestrians coming from opposite directions. If parents wish to pursue this issue and other issues regarding safety in 

the area parents are advised to contact the office of the local MP, Bob Neill. 

 

CLUBS 

St George’s has extended the variety of clubs for children. Teachers will no longer be running before or after school 

clubs as their focus is on the planning, marking and preparation of the children’s classes.  Some of the clubs have 

reduced their prices as much as they can to get more children involved. There are some clubs available from 

Reception age. The club timetable is on the website. Estela asked if the terms could be signed up and paid for half 

termly as some of the younger children join a club but decide a few weeks into it that they do not want to do the 

club anymore. It was advised that it is not possible but that contacting the company and speaking to them directly 

may be better.  Miss Georghiades is looking at the timings of the clubs and advised that Aquila Sports may offer a 

Multi  Sport after school club (tbc) from February 2018 (after half term).  

  

PARENTS EVENING  

Some parents observed that it was quite noisy at the last parents evening. The teachers tentatively posed the 

question of running a creche at a small cost for siblings while parents evening took place. Most of the parent forum 

members did not think this was a good idea. The majority of the children were well behaved and it was advised that 

parents should take responsibility for the behaviour of their children. There would not be any teachers to run the 

creche and there may be issues with insurance for siblings not at the school. It was decided not to do a creche. There 

will be more space between the teacher’s tables to try and minimise noise levels. 

CAREERS WEEK 

Careers week will be the week beginning 18th of June.  A working party of 3 parent forum members (Liz, Estela and 

Stavroulla) will be supporting the school on how to run this week. Parents will be asked to come in and talk about 

their career / profession and what the children will need to achieve in order to qualify in that field. Amy advised that 

Richard Branson runs an initiative with schools to inspire children to become an entrepeneur. She will provide the 

details to Mrs Peyton who will look into it. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Nezire asked if we could look into using a local photographer and pay them a set fee for taking the photographs and 

they could sell the CD or photos directly to the parents. The cost of editing and producing good quality photos is high 

and it was thought that the cost of photos would not be significantly lower than the company who currently does 

the photos. St George’s also gets a small commission from the company who does the photos. 



 

LIFESAVERS 

Mrs Peyton is having a meeting on Monday regarding children managing their money wisely. We all agreed that this 

is a good idea. A volunteer is needed from the parent forum to help support this venture. 

 

BIRTHDAY SWEETS 

This is a bone of contention. Some parents do not agree with birthday sweets being given out while other parents do 

not mind at all. The school would like to support the government initiative on sugar intake for children. However, it 

was thought that if we banned birthday sweets we would need to ban sweets across the board and this means that 

teachers would not be able to buy their class sweets or sweets could not be given out at the school disco. It was 

finally decided that it is down to each parent or child as to whether they send in birthday sweets or alternatively 

donate a book or game to the class instead.  

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Some parents are concerned that when there is wet play during lunchtime the children are watching television. 

Could the children not be taken to a hall for a run around? Both halls are used during lunchtime so children are kept 

in their class. However, there are games that are played and although the television is on most children are playing 

games or reading. The teacher always takes the children out in the afternoon for a run around and some air unless it 

is raining. 

 

Breakfast club access is from the bottom playground. Can working parents drop their children off from the front 

entrance in the morning as it is easier for them to catch their train. Unfortunately, the bottom gate is the security 

gate and this allows the teacher running breakfast club to control who is at breakfast club. Working parents are 

allowed to exit via the front entrance as the internal security doors are not on lockdown at that time. After school 

club access is also the bottom gate. If children do not want to put their scooters in the shed because it is too dark in 

the mornings it would be possible to look at putting a scooter rack on the path. Alternatively, the parent may park 

the scooter at the rack outside the front entrance. 

 

After collective worships run by Father Richard could the teachers in Key Stage 1 discuss the message of his 

collective worship to ensure that his message is not misinterpreted as some children have become distressed.  Mrs 

Peyton said that she would talk to Father Richard and the KS1 teachers.  

It was confirmed that the cooks apply tomato sauce to fish on a Fishy Friday but they are meant to ask if the child 

would like it first. Food is currently prepared on a quota system for Key Stage 1 and 2. If the child goes to get what 

they would like off the menu and it has run out there will not be more made. They will need to choose another 

option. If there are any problems with the school dinners please contact Sam at Chartwells. 

 

NEXT PARENT FORUM MEETING – To be confirmed. We want to link up with Nourish and have a representative at 

the next meeting  

 

 


